

December 1, 2006

Dear Parents,
     This Sunday, December 3rd, marks the beginning of Advent—the time the church sets aside to prepare for the birth of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Expectant parents and siblings eagerly prepare for a new baby to join the family by making room for the child—finding a crib, cleaning and re-painting the nursery, giving away items that can be used by others, etc.  In the same way, we are making room in our hearts for the Holy Child to come to live there.  We prepare the crib through our good deeds and we clean the room through confessing our sins and reconciliation with God and our neighbor. 
     Our children will be earning straw for the Christ Child’s manger by performing acts of kindness for others. The third through sixth grades will have the opportunity for reconciliation and everyone is asked to bring a can or package of food for Catholic Social Services’ food pantry. Each class will decide on and participate in an appropriate charitable project and several classes will go caroling through the halls of John Knox Manor.

Christmas Play

You are invited to our Christmas play performance on Tuesday, Dec. 12th.  You are asked to ensure that your child has the appropriate clothing/costume for that night.  Please check the attached sheet from Mrs. Conversino for costume directions.
Everyone is asked to help provide the reception afterward. Your class room mother will contact you concerning what item your child is expected to bring by the morning of the 12th—cookies (preferably homemade,) bottles of Sprite or bottles of red Hawaiian Punch.  Thank you for your help with this event; the children always enjoy the party after their performance.
********Calendar Error Correction!********
Please note that there is an error on the original calendar of dates that you were given at the beginning of the year.  The second quarter ends on December 15th, not on January 12th.  January 12th is a half-day to allow for parent-teacher conferences.

School Picture Retakes

If your child needs to have a school picture retaken, this will be done on Wednesday, December 6th. New students may have pictures made for the yearbook at this time as well.  Please remember to have your child in uniform for the picture.

Dance Lessons
Lauran Parsons of Tonya Speed’s Dance Connection has agreed to provide dance lessons to interested students after school.  Class fees are $38 and registration is $35.  A class will be formed if at least six students sign up. The specific day is yet to be decided. Please fill out and return the attached sign-up sheet to the school office as soon as possible. (Note your preference on the attached sign up sheet regarding day and time so that we can try to accommodate you.) 
Decorations

Anyone who would like volunteer to help decorate the gym and stage for the Christmas play is asked to contact Susan Starr or the school office.
Upcoming events for your calendar:
Santa’s Workshop

   12/12 – 12/15
Christmas Play


     12/12
End of Second Quarter

     12/15

Christmas Holidays

       12/16 – 1/2
Classes Resume
         January 3, 2007
Note:  We will dismiss at 11:30 on 12/15.
